Welcome and thank you for being part of the Cornwall Schools’ Eco Conference
2021!
This year, Cornwall will host the G7 Summit. The Conference will focus on providing
an opportunity for our school councils and student eco-committees to discuss the
priorities of the G7 and identify the issues that are most meaningful to them.
In recent times, young people have driven the climate movement, building incredible
momentum and initiating necessary change. The Eco Conference aims to give you a
platform to share the most pressing issues of our time. The leaders of the world
are listening, it’s time to send them a message.
How do the issues they care about align with the G7 priority areas?
How can our young people unite and take actions – small and big – to create a
greener, more prosperous future?
It is important, now more than ever, that we come together to put pressure on
governments and raise awareness of the effect climate change is having on the
planet.

This resource pack has been created to help prepare the children and young people
attending the Conference. There is background information about the speakers and
organisations involved. There are suggested topics and resources to help spark
discussion ahead of the event.

The pack is organised into four sections to reflect the priorities of the G7 Summit:
1. Climate and Nature
2. Promoting Prosperity by Championing Free and Fair Trade
3. Health and Strengthening Health Systems
4. Championing Shared Democratic Values

Videos to Watch
1

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5boGicvpI68

2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLgh9h2ePYw

3

https://www.youngvoicesfortheplanet.com/youth-climate-videos/team-marine/

Activities to do before the Conference – Plastic in the Ocean
Activity: Pick-A-Card
Cut out these questions and work with two other students (you will need one set of
cards between you). Place all the cards face down on the table. Each teammate has a
role which rotates with each new question.
Student 1: Picks a card and reads the question.
Student 2: Answers the question.
Student 3: Says whether they agree or disagree with student 2’s answer.

How do you feel about the ocean?

Where do you use plastic?

How do you benefit from the ocean?

Where do you think it is acceptable to use plastic?

How are you connected to the ocean?

Do you think you could use plastic better?

What do you love about the ocean?

How do you feel about plastic pollution in the ocean?

How do you feel about plastic?

Your generation holds a lot of power to make change
now and in the future. How would you like to see this
power being used?

Awareness Campaign
Use these facts (and your own research) to make an awareness campaign for your
school. For a chance to feature on the Cornwall Green Schools website, send your
campaign photos to our email address INSERT EMAIL ADDRESS HERE
60% of the adult human body is water … water
that comes from the ocean.

40% of global plastic production is packaging.

It is estimated that 99% of seabirds worldwide
have ingested plastic.

Over 700 species are known to ingest plastic.

276 pieces of plastic was swallowed by just one 90- 60% of all plastics ever produced have been
day-old shearwater chick.
discarded in landfills or in the environment.
There are around 100 plastic particles in a litre of
bottled water.
The most common segregation bin types are –
general waste (landfill), food waste (compostable)
and recycling (plastic, cans, paper and glass).

Dirt or food can contaminate a whole batch of
recycling and send it to landfill.

Championing Free and Fair Trade
Economic sustainability refers to practices that support economic growth without
any negative impact on the environment, society, or culture.
Many companies are beginning to adopt three pillars to ensure that their business is
economically sustainable. Known as corporate sustainability, these companies
sometimes refer to these three pillars as 'people, planet and profits'.
When a product is developed, consideration should be given to social,
economic and environmental issues, such as the materials used, the product
life cycle and how it will be recycled or disposed of.
Companies can practise economic sustainability by:
• Focusing on the environmental effects of their business, by reducing their
carbon footprint and water usage, and making sure that their packaging is
recyclable (resource 1).
• Ensuring that their employees and stakeholders are satisfied with their
products and behaviour to encourage repeat business (resource 2).
• Adopting conditions and practices which benefit different elements within
the trading process (resource 3 and 4).
Resource 1

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6xqmsg/video

Resource 2

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TkCBTxZEO-A

Resource 3

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c3IjeTZObrU

Resource 4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y5lubLIh1RY

Activity: Simultaneous Round Table
Choose a question (or make up your own about this topic) and copy it out onto a
piece of paper (A3 works best). Then, without talking to the rest of your group, write
a response on the paper in front of you. After three minutes, pass your paper
clockwise so that another student can add their thoughts to yours. Repeat the
process for another 4 rounds.
Which is the most important for business owners in your opinion, people, planet
or profits? Why?
What do you think is the main advantage of using recycled materials when
producing a new product?
What is the biggest advantage of purchasing fair trade products in your opinion?
Why do you think it is important for companies to offset their carbon footprint?
If you were a company director, which would be your main reason for choosing
ethical trade

Health and Strengthening Health Systems
Activities:
Watch the clip and write down as many facts as you can from the
powerful prescription of nature video.
Find a partner and take turns to compare your facts. Score 1 point for
answers you have in common and 2 points for any facts that your
partner doesn’t have. Who has the highest score?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CL_izcz0R58&t=84s

On a piece of paper, draw (or doodle) all of the key information from
this video clip. Use your drawing to recall the content of the clip as
a group.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RV5MEP3Bgkc&t=2s

Watch this final video clip. Once it has finished, ‘jot your thoughts’ by
gathering your ideas as a team. At the same time as your
teammates, write your ideas on slips of paper (individually and
without sharing your ideas) and place them on the team table. Try
to cover the table with ideas about how you can use this idea to
help promote wellbeing to staff and students in your school.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXTCcGOuT6o

Use this website to help you add to your ideas.
https://www.wwf.org.uk/5-ways-connect-nature-help-our-wellbeing
Sign up for The Wildlife Trusts’ 30 Days Wild Challenge for your school.
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/30-days-wild-2021-sign-your-pack

Championing Shared Democratic Values

Marcus Rashford is an active citizen who used the democratic process to
successfully bring about change in the UK.
What did Marcus Rashford achieve?
Why was Marcus Rashford successful in bringing about change?
How did he create effective citizen action?
-

-

-

-

-

Marcus Rashford is a 23-year-old footballer who plays for Manchester United
and England.
In the Summer of 2020, he spoke out about the need to put an end to child
poverty.
He is passionate about this issue as he received Free School Meals (FSM) as a
child and he campaigned to extend the government’s FSM provision to
include the school holidays during the COVID-19 pandemic (resource 1).
He wrote an open letter urging Members of Parliament (MPs) to gain
support for his campaign (resource 2). During the summer, more and more
celebrities and people with a high profile backed Marcus’ campaign.
The government agreed to fund meal vouchers for the summer holidays so
that children wouldn’t go hungry (resource 3).
However, in October 2020, Boris Johnson (the Prime Minister) announced
that the UK government would stop providing £15 a week in meal vouchers
to those on FSM during other holidays (resource 4).
Marcus Rashford campaigned again against the government’s decision. Many
local businesses agreed to set up their own schemes to help out over the
other holidays (October half-term and Christmas). Marcus Rashford met
Boris Johnson and he used social media to raise awareness using his Twitter
account. He set up an online petition (resource 5).
The government announced they would fund FSM in school holidays in
England until Easter 2021.

Resource 1
Resource 2

June 2020
June 2020

Resource 3
Resource 4
Resource 5

June 2020
October 2020
October 2020

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vyHZ8rbJQUQ
https://www.independent.co.uk/sport/football/premierleague/marcus-rashford-letter-government-manchester-united-freeschool-meal-vouchers-a9565801.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3mG1CwdYqok
https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=IjvQqRWBp_s
https://petition.parliament.uk/petitions/554276

Activity: Diamond 9 - Why was Marcus Rashford so successful in bringing about
change?
Which do you think are the most important in leading effective action in your
opinion? Choose 9 of the following below. You can add your own ideas too.

Rank your chosen factors from the most important to the least important. Be
prepared to justify your answers. There are more than nine reasons here!
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)

The issue was clear issue (Marcus Rashford had personal experience).
It was an issue that many people support.
Peaceful methods of campaigning were used.
There was support from the media.
It was an issue that affects a large number of people.
There was a high level of social media coverage.
The campaign was aimed at a target group.
There was support from those in a position of power.
There was financial backing (fundraising and from the government).
Many celebrities backing.
k) Marcus Rashford had determination to succeed.

